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Abstract

This article summarizes the phenomenon of semantic change in language, defining it as a shift in the relationship between
a word and its meaning. It divides the causes of this change into deliberate factors (like linguistic academies) and, more
importantly, unintended factors like necessity, social development, and internal linguistic influences. Key Factors of Semantic
Change* Necessity: When a new concept emerges, an old word is often borrowed to express it, thereby changing its meaning.
* Socio-cultural Development: This leads to a shift in word meanings from concrete to abstract. *Linguistic Usage: Usage can
change a word's meaning over generations, sometimes due to misunderstanding or vulgarization (e.g., the word gha'it,
meaning feces, but originally referred to a lower-lying area where one could relieve themselves). *Contextual Juxtaposition:
Frequent use of a word next to certain other words can lead to it acquiring a new meaning. An example is the word al-fashal
which shifted from meaning cowardice to failure. * Psychological Factors: Literary metaphors and artistic expressions used
by writers can broaden the meaning of words. * Foreign Influence: This involves borrowing words or calquing (literal
translation) from other languages (e.g., the Arabic word tadakhul which can mean intervention, but also surgery). * Phonetic
Evolution: A change in a word's sounds can make it resemble another word, leading to a confusion of their meanings. *Phrase
Abbreviation: Using a single word to represent the meaning of an entire phrase (e.g., the word dhawat, meaning "persons,"
which was abbreviated from dhawat al-amlak, or "owners of property"). *Frequent Usage: The repeated use of a word can
causes it to acquire multiple and varied meanings. *Vulgarization: The degradation of a word's meaning due to social or
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political circumstances (e.g., the word al-hajib, meaning the eyebrow, but in the Abbasid era, it referred to a court
chamberlain). Historical Perspective: The article notes that modern linguists have studied this phenomenon methodically,
but it highlights the role of early linguists like Abu Hatim al-Razi, who recognized some of these factors. Al-Razi classified
Arabic words into four categories: inherited ancient words, ancient words with new meanings (evolved), words new in both
form and meaning, and foreign loanwords. The article also provides examples from the Quran of words not known to Arabs
before Islam, such as tasnim, salsabil, and ghaslin. Finally, the article states that the researcher used a descriptive-analytical
methodology to prepare the study.

Keywords: Motives, Semantic, Change, Ancient, Modern
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