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The present article attempts to present a succinct and circumspect comparison
between two different translations for Mourice Blanchot's book « L'écriture du
désastre ».The first translation was performed by Ann Smock in 1995 and was from
French into English, while the other translation was skillfully produced by Azzedine
Chentouf from French into Arabic in 2018. The contrast in attitudes and translational
fertilization has provided us with ample opportunities to study, reflect on, and rethink
the nexus of Blanchot's philosophy from different linguistic perspectives. However, in
our attempt to formulate our judgments on the English and Arabic versions of the
book, we can judge by an escapable logic and with analytical evidence that the
English translation entitled « The writing of the disaster » has intensified the hold of a
literal translation that makes the chances of being close to the original meaning of the
source text depressingly small. Chentouf's translation, on the other hand, remains
profoundly meaningful; it is capable of going down into the marrow of Blanchot's
thought to assert understanding of his intellectual complexities. In brief, despite the
triviality of the advanced examples, we are certain that Azzedine Chentouf, through
his Arabic translation, knows the hard philosophical portrait of Mourice Blanchot in its
inclusiveness. Therefore, it is no surprise that every choice he makes in this translation
explains his tremendous efforts as a philosopher first before being ranked as a
translator.

Mourice Blanchot (1907-2003)

He is a French writer, philosopher, and literary critic. He gained fame for his philosophical works, which had a strong
influence on post-structuralist philosophers such as Gilles Deleuze, Michel Foucault, and Jacques Derrida. He spent most
of his life between narration and philosophical investigation. His main works were primarily based on paradoxes and
impossibilities, the most important of which is the present book we are dealing with, « l'écriture du désastre ». The latter
has been translated many times into many languages but culminated in a skilful Arabic translation performed by a critic
and a translator in the philosophical sense, Azzedine Chentouf.
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Le désastre est séparé, ce qu'il y a de plus séparé.

Quand le désastre survient, il ne vient pas. Le désastre est son imminence, mais puisque le futur, tel
que nous

le concevons dans I'ordre du temps vécu, appartient au désastre, le désastre I'a toujours déja retiré ou
dis-suadé, il n'y a pas d'avenir pour le désastre, comme il n'y a pas de temps ni d'espace ou il
s'accomplisse.
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Ann Smock
The disaster is separate ; that which is most separate.

When the disaster comes upon us, it doesn’t come.The disaster is its imminence,but since the future,as we
conceive of it in the order of lived time,belongs to the disaster,the disaster has always already withdrawn or
dissuade it ; there is no future for the disaster, just as there is no time or space for its accomplishment.
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